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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-30 are pending in this application. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 2,14 and 29 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 2 appears to include to typographical error on line 1. For the purpose of this office 
action the examiner would insert "1" after "claim". 

Claims 14 and 29 appears to include typographical errors on lines 2 and 4 respectively. 
For the purpose of this office action the examiner would change the phrase "at least one 
protocol-specific link library" on lines 2 and 4 to "at least one protocol-specific dynamic 
link library". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale In this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-7,13-20 and 26-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 5,612,898 to Huckins. 
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5. As to claim 1 , Huckins teaches a system for performing multiple protocol analysis 
(figure 2 Col. 4 Ln. 14 - 65), comprising: at least one protocol-specific dynamic link 
library to analyze at least one protocol (Protocol Specific Event Handler 216/218/220 
Col. 4 Ln. 45 - 49, Col. 5 Ln. 41 - 53) a default dynamic link library to analyze a 
different protocol that does not correspond to said at least one protocol-specific dynamic 
link library (figure 3 Col. 4 Ln. 66 - 67, Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 16, Col. 5 Ln. 54 - 60, 
"...default..." Col. 8 Ln. 34-46), and an application program interface (API) managing 
said at least one protocol-specific dynamic link library and said default dynamic link 
library to perform multiple protocol analyses (figure 5 (CPLS 520) Col. 5 Ln. 61 - 67, 
Col. 6Ln. 1-12). 

6. As to claim 2, Huckins teaches the system according to claim, wherein analyzing 
said at least one protocol includes decoding and filtering (Col. 5 Ln. 17 - 32, Col. 6 Ln. 
44 - 45). 

7. As to claim 3, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , wherein said at 
least one protocols are used for data transport (Block 924 Col. 7 Ln. 12 - 16). 

8. As to claim 4, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , wherein said 
application program interface is a dynamic link library (Col. 4 Ln. 50 - 54). 
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9. As to claim 5, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , further including 
means for enabling an addition of another protocol-specific dynamic link library to 
analyze an additional protocol (figures 2/5 Col, 4 Ln. 45 - 49, Col. 5 Ln. 61 - 67). 

10. As to claim 6, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , wherein an 
application external from the system and in communication with the system uses said 
protocol-specific dynamic link library to read a specific protocol, without the application 
managing or reading the protocol (Col. 4 Ln. 41 - 45). 



11. As to claim 7, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , wherein the 
system includes a module applying common screen formatting across different 
protocols to display results of at least one analysis (Col. 2 Ln. 31 - 42, Col. 5 Ln. 30 - 
32). 



12. As to claim 13, Huckins teaches the system according to claim 1 , wherein the 
application program interface accepts application-specific formatting processes supplied 
from an external application, wherein the processes affect decoded output values for 
selected protocol fields resulting from the protocol analysis by a respective library 
(figure 2 Col. 4 Ln. 14-59, Col. 5 Ln. 16-22). 

13. As to claim 14, Huckins teaches a method for performing multiple protocol 
analysis, comprising: providing at least one protocol-specific link library (Protocol 
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Specific Event Handler 216/218/220 Col. 4 Ln. 45 - 49, Col. 5 Ln. 41 - 53), providing a 
default dynamic link library/using one of the dynamic link libraries (figure 3 CoL 4 Ln. 66 
-67, CoL 5 Ln. 1 - 16, CoL 5 Ln. 54-60, "...default..." CoL 8 Ln. 34-46), analyzing at 
least one protocol to decode and filter said at least one protocol (Col. 5 Ln. 17 - 32, Col. 
6 Ln. 44 - 45) and managing said at least one protocol-specific dynamic link library and 
said default dynamic link library to perform multiple protocol analyses (figures 2/5 
(CPLS 520) Col. 5 Ln. 61 - 67, CoL 6 Ln. 1 - 12). 

1 4. As to claims 15-19, see the rejections of claims 2-7 respectively. 

15. As to claim 20, Huckins teaches the method according to claim 14, further 
including applying formatting across different protocols to display results of at least one 
analysis (Col. 2 Ln. 31 -42), 

16. As to claim 26, see the rejection of claim 13. 

17. As to claim 27, Huckins teaches an apparatus for performing multiple protocol 
analysis, comprising: means for determining whether a protocol is a default protocol or a 
specific protocol (Col. 8 Ln. 34 - 46, Col. 8 Ln. 60 - 67), based on the results of the 
determination, means for analyzing the protocol by using a default dynamic link library 
or a protocol-specific dynamic link library (figure 3 Col. 4 Ln. 66 - 67, Col. 5 Ln. 1 - 16, 
Col. 8 Ln. 34 - 46, CoL 8 Ln. 60 - 67), and means for managing said at least one 
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protocol-specific dynamic link library and said default dynamic link library to perform 
multiple protocol analyses (Col. 2 Ln. 14 - 39, figure 5 Col. 5 Ln. 61 - 67, Col. 6 Ln. 1 - 
11). 

1 8. As claim 28, huckins teaches an apparatus for performing multiple protocol 
analysis, comprising: an application program interface to receive a message having 
network data of a default protocol or a specific protocol and to return a processed 
representation of the network data (Client Logging Interface 212 Col. 4 Ln. 34 - 59), a 
default dynamic link library in communication with and managed by the application 
program interface to receive the network data from the application program interface if 
the network data is of the default protocol and to process the network data for the 
application program interface (CPLS 214 Col. 4 Ln. 34 - 59, col. 8 Ln. 34-46), and at 
least one protocol-specific dynamic link library also in communication with the 
application program interface to receive the network data from the application program 
interface if the network data is of the specific protocol and to process the network data 
for the application program interface (figure 2 Col. 4 Ln. 14 - 32). 

1 9. As to claim 29, see the rejection of claim 1 4 above. 

20. As to claim 30, Huckins teaches method for performing multiple protocol 
analysis, comprising: receiving a protocol decode request having captured network data 
from an external application ("...request..." Col. 2 Ln. 26-30, Col. 5 Ln. 41 -53, figure 
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5 Col. 6 Ln. 1 - 1 1), determining whether the network data requires a given protocol 
specific library function to decode the network data (figure 5 Col. 6 Ln. 1 - 1 1 , Col. 8 Ln. 
34 - 67), if the given protocol specific library function is not available, loading the given 
protocol specific library function to decode the network data (Col. 8 Ln. 34 - 46) and 
transmitting a decoded representation of the network data to the external application 
(Col. 3 Ln. 59 - 61 , Col. 2 Ln. 40 - 41 ,Col. 8 Ln. 40 - 43: NOTE: Although the step of 
transmitting the decoded representation of the network data to external application is 
not explicitly taught, the display step of Huckins inherently implies that the client 
components 51,512 and 514 would receive and display log events). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

21 The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



22. Claims 8-12 and 21 -25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pat. No. 5,612,898 to Huckins in view of U.S. Pat. No. 
6,584,501 to Cartsonis et al. 



23. As to claim 8, Huckins is silent with reference to a system according to claim 7, 
wherein the results are displayed in a grid having rows and columns. 
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24. Cartsonis teaches a system according to claim 7, wherein the results are 
displayed in a grid having rows and columns (figures 2/3/4/5/6). 

25. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Cartsonis and Huckins because the 
teaching of Cartsonis would improve the system of Huckins by providing user inaction 
with component displayed on a screen shot (Cartsonis Col. 3 Ln. 58 - 65). 

26. As to claim 9, Cartsonis teaches a system according to claim 8, further including 
a decoded message cache to store the results in the grid for later retrieval (figure 7 Col. 
6 Ln. 53 - 67, Col. 7 Ln. 1 - 9). 

27. As to claim 10, Cartsonis teaches the system according to claim 9, wherein said 
decoded message cache receives multiple requests for a subset of results in the grid 
(figure 5 Col. 6 Ln. 5 - 12, figure 7 Col. 6 Ln. 53 - 67, Col. 7 Ln. 1 - 9). 

28. As to claim 1 1 , Cartsonis teaches the system according to claim 1 , further 
comprising at least one dialog display coupled to said application program interface to 
receive a selection of filtering parameters from a user (Col. 4 Ln. 46 - 52). 



29. As to claim 1 2, Cartsonis teaches the system according to claim 1 1 , wherein said 
at least one dialog display corresponds to a respective protocol (Col. 4 Ln. 6 - 18). 
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30. As to claims 21-25, see the rejection of claims 8 

Conclusion 

31 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

32. U.S. Pat. No. 6,516,355 B1 to Hartmann et al. discloses a generic switch 
messaging protocol handling and switch supervision including plurality of switching 
engines. 

33. U.S. Pat. No. 5,850,388 to Anderson et al. discloses a protocol analyzer for 
monitoring digital transmission networks. 

34. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles E Anya whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
341 1. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:30-6:00) First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, An Meng-Ai can be reached on (703) 305-9678. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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- 1 2 respectively. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Charles E Anya 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2126 
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